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ÅIdea first identified 

ïSouth Link Alternatives Analysis Transit Study

ïMPO South Dade Managed Lanes Study

ÅMDX, MPO and MDT recognized a need and   an   
an opportunity

ïOptimize transit service and bus travel time

ïImprove safety  bus operations on the Busway

ïMaximize usage of existing excess roadway capacity 
and right of way

ïMitigate congestion on the US-1 and traversing 
streets

ïProvide possible funding for future transportation 
improvements

Background



Background 

ÅUS-м 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ a5·Ωǎ нлор 
Vision Plan

ÅMDX to lead a Project Development and 
Environmental Study (PD&E) in close 
coordination with Miami-Dade Transit and 
Florida Department of Transportation

ïComprehensive analysis includes public outreach, 
financial analysis, transit analysis, engineering and 
environmental



ÅUse extra capacity of the South Dade Busway to 
incorporate managed lanes

ïManage demand by variable toll pricing (I-95 Express)
ÅContinue toll-free bus corridor

ÅCharge private cars a toll

ïEvaluate improvements that can 

improve bus service

ïProvide free flow option and improve 

US-1 traffic

ïProvide linkage to Palmetto and US-1

ïPreserve envelope for future premium transit

What does the project consist of?



US-1/South Dade Busway
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US-1 Express 

ÅProject Development en Environmental Study

ÅTwo year study will commence May 2011

ÅEvaluate feasibility or proposed project

ÅPublic involvement, environmental, financial, engineering, 
urban context

ÅThe future is sharing transportation corridors for 
betterment of all modes

ÅNew national trend to address congestion and 
capacity needs

ÅTransit improvements can be catalyst for managed 
lanes 



US-1 Express Goals

ÅImprove transit service

ÅImprove mobility along US-1 and crossing 
streets

ÅImprove air quality (bus and vehicle travel)

ÅImproved safety at intersecting cross streets

ÅInnovative use of underutilized right-of-way 
corridor

ÅManaged lane linkage to existing and planned 
toll facilities (Turnpike, SR 826, I-75, I-95)



Benefits to Transit

ÅElimination of at-grade intersections could improve 
bus travel times by 30%

ÅIncreased ridership and fare revenue

ÅRidership increases when trip is convenient and fast not 
just available

ÅReduced operating costs (time and fuel)

ÅSupportive of transit station enhancements/ transit 
oriented development (TOD)

ÅCoordinate with plans from adjacent municipalities and 
Planning Department



Benefits to Transit

ÅOpportunities for new park and ride lots

ÅOpportunity for more limited-stop/express 
service

ÅPotential revenue source for transit 
enhancements

ÅOpportunity to preserve envelope for future 
Metrorail extension



US-1 Express Conceptual Representation
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